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Checklist of the birds of Tehran province during the past half century
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Abstract: According to omithological surveys conducted during the past 50 years, 338 species of birds
(64% of the total occurring in Iran) have been recorded within the boundaries of Tehran province. Of
the 15 most popular areas for bird-watching in the province, the Latian Dam and Lashgarak area has
the highest total of species (280), followed by Tehran urban areas (191), Jajerud Valley (182), Ghaleh-
Now Marshes (179) and Kavir National Park (175). Bird ringing data show that 3,772 individuals of
74 species were ringed in the 1970s in Tehran province. A list of 53 rare species (up to 20 records) in
Tehran province is presented separately, along with a list of 13 species the occurrence of which remains
hypothetical. There are at present six protected areas in the province: Lar, Kavir, Khojir and Sorkheh-
Hesar National Parks, and Varjin and Central Alborz Protected Areas. Fourteen of the bird species
recorded in Tehran province are currently listed in the TUCN Red List categories. This emphasises the
need to increase conservation efforts for protecting birds in the province. Q
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Figure 1. Map of Tehran province and location of 15 birdwatching areas in the present survey. Key to
numbers: 1= Lar, 2= High Alborz, 3= Varjin, 4= Latian and Lashgarak, 5= Jajerud Protected Area, 6=
Khojir and Shorkheh-Hesar National Parks, 7= Damavand, 8= Tehran area, 9= Ghaleh-Now marshes,
10= Varamin area, 11= Band-Ali-Khan marshes and Kavir National Park, 12= Karaj area, 13= Gharpuz-
Abad, 14= Robat-Karim.
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Figure 3. Number of bird species according to their status.
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Figure 2. Number of bird species according to their frequency.
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Table 1. Categories of status and frequency of bird species used in Table 2 (D.A. Scott, unpublished information).
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Table 2. Checklist of the birds of Tehran Province during the past 50 years. Key to symbols: B= Behrouzi-Rad 1990, BH= Bakhtiari
& Hashemi, unpublished reports, BH9= Bakhtiari & Hashemi 2009, BT= Bakhtiari & Tohidifar 2007, By= Bayat et al. 1991,
C= Cheraghi (pers. obs. during 5 visits to Lar in summer 2008), D= Dayani et al. 1985, DOE (Mid-winter waterbird censuses data
for Karaj Dam, Latian Dam, Jajerud river, Band-Ali Khan wetland and Varamin lake), E= Erard & Etchecopar 1970, G= Ghoddousi
etal. 2007, K = Khaleghizadeh (pers. obs.), Kh=Khaleghizadeh 2004 (Evin), KS=Khaleghizadeh & Sehhatisabet 2007, M7= Meiklejohn
1947, M8= Meiklejohn 1948, M17= Mlikovsky 2007, N= Norton 1958, O= Osaei pers. obs., P= Passburg 1959, R= Rogers 2001, RA=
Roselaar & Aliabadian 2009, RG= ringing data (DOE), S= Scott (unpublished data in the 1970s, S7a= Scott 2007a, S7b= Scott (2007b),
Sc7a= Schiitz 1957a, Sc7b= Schiitz 1957b, Sp= Sepehmia (2000) and Sepehmia & Behrouzi-Rad (2001), St= Sturhan 1972, T7a=
Trott 1947a (Lar), T7b= Trott 1947b, T = Tohidifar (pers. obs.), Y= YEKOM. Symbols regarding status and frequency are explained

in Table 1.
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Table 3. Birds ringed in Tehran Province mostly in the 1970s.

Golden Eagle 5(2003)
Quail 0 0 1
Little Crake 1 0 1
Spotted Crake 0 0 2
Collared Pratincole 1 0 1
White-tailed Plover 6 0 6
Great Snipe 0 0 1
Common Snipe 11 0 14
Redshank 1 0 1
Marsh Sandpiper 37 0 37
Wood Sandpiper 170 0 171
Green Sandpiper 24 0 24
Terek Sandpiper 2 (o] 2
Common Sandpiper 25 0 25
Tumstone 3 0 3
Little Stint 20 ] 20
Curlew Sandpiper 4 0 4
Ruff’ 111 0 111
Whiskered Tern g 0 8
Leughing Dave 0 1 (Pardisan 1
2000)
Nightjar 1 0 1
Kingfisher 5 ] 6
Wryneck 0 0 3
Synan Woodpecker 0 ] 7
Skylark 0 1] 2
Swallow 2,276 0 2,279
Sand Martin 244 0 244




White Wagtail

0 0 1
Yellow Wagtail 27 1 0 28
Tree Pipit 0 4 4 8
Red-backed Shrike 2 10 7 19
Lesser Grey Shrike 0 6 0 6
Wren 0 0 1 1
Radde's Accentor 0 85 0 85
Thrush Nightingale 0 6 2 s
Nightingale 0 0 11 11
Bluethroat 1 3 0 4
White-throat Robin Q 2 0 2
Black Redstart 0 4 0 4
Redstart 0 12 9 21
Whinchat 6 0 0 6
Ring Ouzel 0 0 1 1
Blackbird 0 0 4 3
Black-throated Thrush 0 0 2 4
Song Thrush 0 ] 10 10
Cetti's Warbler 0 56 37 93
Moustached Warbler 1 [] 0 2
Reed warbler 2 2 4 8
Great Reed Warbler 8 0 4 12
Olivaceous Warbler 0 0 54 54
Upcher's Warbler 1] o 2 2
Icterine Warbler 7] 0 1 1
Willow Warbler 1 32 6 41
Wood Warbler 0 1 0 1
Green Warbler 0 13 0 13
Chiffchaff 1 102 5 109




Blackcap

11 15
Garden Warbler 8 5 14
Whitethroat 86 [ 37
Desert Lesser Whitethroat 3 0 3
Barred Warbler 1 Q 1
Spotted Flycatcher 9 5 14
Red-breasted Flycatcher 4 1 5
Pied Flycatcher 0 6 6
Collared Flycatcher 1 6 7
Great Tit 1] 17 17
Yellowhammer 0 2 2
Rock Bunting 0 0 2
Ortolan Bunting 0 0 1
Black-headed Bunting 0 0 8
Common Rosefinch 25 8 33
House épmow 0 1 2
Golden Oriole 5 6 11
Starling 0 1 1
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Table 4. Number of records of 53 species in the Tehran area during the period 1967--78 (up to 20 records; including

records from Erard & Etchécopar 1970).

Species No. of Species No. of No. of
records records records
Eurasian Bittemn Botaurus stellaris 6 Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus: 1 Hooded Wheatear Oenanthe monacha 13
Excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (48
records)
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus 1 Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola 11 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 15
serrator falcinellus
Goosander Mergus merganser 8 Black Tem Chlidonias niger 2 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 6
European Honey Buzzard Pernis 4 (Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles 18 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 12
apivorus coronatus
Montagu's Harmer Circus pygargus 2 Alexandrine Parakeet Pritiacula 4 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella 12
etpatria naevia
Shikra Accipiter badius 1 Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula i Sevi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides 15
krameri: Excluding Tehran city and
suburbs, where a common resident
Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter 5 European Scops Owl Otus scops: 6 Sedge Warbler dcrocephalus 19
brevipes Excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (31 schoenobaenus
records)
[Northem Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 16 Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo [ Blyth's Reed Warbler dcrocephalus 3
dumetorum
|Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 1 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 4 Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 6
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 2 [Egyptian Nightjar Caprimuigus 4 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin: 6
aegyplius Excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (27
records)
|Boncliis Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 2 Wood Lark Lullula arborea 8 Hume's Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia 1
) althaea
rBa:buy Falcon Falco pelegrinoides 5 Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula 1 Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 10
Caspian Snowcock Tetraogallus 19 (Masked Shnke Lamius nubicus 8 Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula 17
caspius itorg : Excluding Lashgaral
1972-76( 52 records)
Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla 10 Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 12 Coal Tit Parus ater 1
Spotted Crake Porzana porzana: 6 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 20 Mongolian Finch Rhodopedhys 8
excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (56 mongolica
records)
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio 1 White-throated Robin Irania 7 Hawfinch Coccothraustes 15
\porphyrio |gunturalis coccothraustes
Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 7 Eversmann's Redstart Phoenicurus 13 Twite Carduelis flavirostris 14
erythronota
(Great Snipe Gallinago media: 6 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra: 3
Excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (54 Excluding Lashgarak, 1972-76 (18
records records)




Table 5. List of 13 species omitted from this checklist because of insufficient supporting evidence and lack of documentation
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